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and shoved it headfirst into the alley. The fog received it with what sounded almost like a swallowing noise..He was surprised they had come so soon, less than twenty-four

hours after the tragedy. This was especially unusual, considering that a homicide detective was obsessed with the idea that rotting wood, alone, was not responsible for

Naomi's death..Sweaty, chilled, trembling, weak-kneed, watery-eyed with self-pity, Junior spread a plastic garbage bag on the driver's seat. He got in the Suburban, twisted

the key in the ignition, and groaned as the engine vibrations threatened to undo him..He slipped behind the door and raised the pewter candlestick over his head. Weighing

perhaps five pounds, the object made a formidable bludgeon, almost as good as a hammer..tasteful hint of it was on display; nothing about this beauty could be called

cheap..Precisely what type of prodigy Barty might be was initially not easy to deduce. He revealed many talents rather than just one..That was another thing. Junior hadn't
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gotten his noon meal, because the spirit of Vanadium had nearly caught up with him when he'd been browsing for tie chains and silk pocket squares before lunch. Then he

missed dinner, as well, because he had to maintain surveillance on Celestina when she didn't go straight home from the gallery. He was hungry. He was starving. This, too,

she had done to him. The bitch..Standing at graveside, Junior was in a foul mood. He was weary of pretending to be deep in grief..Junior didn't care which explanation was

correct. Only one thing mattered: The Bartholomew hunt was at last nearing an end. On Wednesday, December 27, Junior met Google, the document forger, in a theater,

during a matinee of Bonnie and Clyde.."That would be John George Haigh," Agnes said, checking Barty's diaper before nestling him tenderly in the crook of her arm..The

paramedic snatched the oxygen feed from his patient's nose and quickly elevated his head, providing a purge towel to catch the thin ejecta..MONDAY MORNING, far above

Joe Lampion's grave, the translucent blue California sky shed a rain of light so pure and clear that the world seemed to have been washed clean of all its stains..Junior

intended to add one stocky ghost to the party. Perhaps on a summer night in years to come, at the edge of the light fall from his Coleman lantern, a fisherman would see a

semitransparent Vanadium providing entertainment with an ethereal quarter..Having anticipated a problem of one kind or another, Junior withdrew a packet of crisp new

hundred-dollar bills from an inside jacket pocket. The bank band still wrapped the stack, and on it was printed $10,000..These weren't lakes of blood, just smears, so Junior

could wipe them up quickly, once he got the corpse out of the hallway, but the sight of them further infuriated him. He was here to bring closure to all the unfinished

business of Spruce Hills, to free himself from vengeful spirits, to better his life and plunge henceforth entirely into a bright new future. He wasn't here, damn it, to do building

maintenance..The driver shook his head. "I knew everything anyone would need to know about you when I heard you ask your kid what would happen if the stupid

boogeyman showed up in her dream.".Of the curiosities Junior uncovered, Frieda's weapons interested him most. Guns were stashed throughout the apartment: revolvers,

pistols, and two pistol-grip shotguns. Sixteen altogether..On the drive home, Junior dropped the knife down a storm drain in Larkspur. He tossed the gloves in a Dumpster in

Corte Madera..The floor of the spacious bathroom featured beige marble tiles with diamond-shaped inlays of black granite. The countertop and the shower stall were

fabricated from matching marble, and the same marble was employed in the wainscoting..The guy was carrying a purse, whatever that meant, and when he walked through

the door, he had a goofy look on his face, but his expression changed when he saw Junior..Her belief in fortune-telling and in the curious ritual she was about to undertake

weren't condoned by the Church. Mysticism of this sort was, in fact, considered to be a sin, a distraction from faith and a perversion of it..wickedly sharp silver scimitar

suspended by a filament more fragile than a human hair..Yes, she did, she had one, but not much of one, and compared to the McIntosh in Google's throat, this was just a

bitty crab apple, easy to overlook, not excessive for a woman..In this brighter light, he further examined the gallery brochure and discovered Celestina's photograph. She

and her sister were not as alike as twins, but the resemblance was striking..As the last of the flan was served and Maria's girls took their seats once more, Barty blinked at

the candles and said, "Gone now," even though the tiny spectrums still shimmered in the cut crystal. He turned his full attention to the flan with such enthusiasm that his

mother soon stopped puzzling over rainbows..During the five years following Agnes's death, their family of many names thrived. Barty and Angel had brought them all

together in this place fifteen years previously, but the destiny about which Toni had spoken on the back porch, that night in the rain, seemed to be in no hurry to manifest

itself Barty could find no painless way to sustain secondhand sight, so he lived without the light. Angel had no reason to shove anyone else into the world of the big bugs,

where she'd pushed Cain. The only miracles in their lives were the miracles of love and friendship, but the family remained convinced of eventual wonders, even as they got

on with the day at hand..Maybe his pursuit of the matter sprang from mere curiosity, the desire to discover what a child of his might look like; however, if something else lay

behind his interest, the motivation would not be benign. Whatever Cain's intentions, he would prove to be at least an annoyance to Celestina and the little girl-and possibly a

danger..Friday, after dinner, when he'd heard enough of Maria's method of fortune-telling to know that four decks were required, that only every third draw was read, and

that aces-especially red aces-were the most propitious cards to receive, Jacob had taken great pleasure in preparing for Barty the most favorable first eight cards that could

possibly be dealt. This was a small gift to cheer Agnes, on whose heart Joey's death weighed as heavily as iron chains.."That's just ... an old joke," she heard herself

saying, as from a distance. "You didn't really walk between the drops?".The only light came from a reading lamp. An adjustable brass shade directed the light down onto a

chair..Though she was only a week past her third birthday, Angel always selected her own clothes and carefully dressed herself. Usually she preferred monochromatic

outfits, sometimes with a single accent color expressed only in a belt or a hat, or a scarf. When she mixed several colors, the initial impression that she gave was of

chromatic chaos-but on second look, you began to see that these unlikely combinations were more harmonious than they had first seemed..Another of Junior's

self-improvement projects, since moving to California, was to become a knowledgeable gourmet, also a connoisseur of fine wines. San Francisco was the perfect university

for this education, because it offered innumerable world-class restaurants in every imaginable ethnic variety..A pang of regret pierced her, that her boy's precocity should

deny him this fine fantasy, as her morose father had denied it to her. "He's real," she asserted..Kitchen to dining room, dining room to hallway, keeping his back to the wall,

easing quickly along, then into the foyer. Wait here, listening..Robert Heinlein saved her. Over hot dogs and chips, she read to Barty from Red Planet, beginning at the top

of page 104. He had previously shared enough of the story with Agnes so that she felt connected to the narrative, and soon she was sufficiently involved with the tale that

she was better able to conceal her anguish..Beyond the window, behind veils of rain and fog, the metropolis appeared to be more enigmatic than Stonehenge, as

unknowable as any city in our dreams..Allowing one month for the job might be optimistic. On the other hand, he'd had a long time to perfect a strategy.."I'm not sure which

is more unusual-the site of the eruption, the number of boils, or the size of them."."Even when I was a young boy," Tom continued, "the world felt a lot different to me from

the way it looked to other people. I don't mean I was smarter. I've got maybe a little better than average IQ, but nothing I could brag about. Flunked geography twice and

history once. No one would ever confuse me and Einstein. It's just, I felt ... such complexity and mystery that other people didn't appreciate, such layered beauty, layers

upon layers like phyllo pastry, each new layer more amazing than the last. I can't explain it to you without sounding like a holy fool, but even as a boy, I wanted to serve the

God who had created so much wonder, regardless of how strange and perhaps even beyond all understanding He might be.".Junior, putting himself in the detective's place,

could think of a few reasons for this visit to Seraphim's grave. Unfortunately, not one of them supported his contention that he was an innocent man..The pair of sliding

doors at the living-room archway stood half open. Beyond, voices drew Paul against his will..A pianist or saxophonist could go a long way on his talent and self instruction,
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but a would-be stage magician eventually needed a mentor to reveal the most closely guarded secrets of illusion and to help him master the skills of deception needed for

the highest-level prestidigitation. In a craft practiced almost exclusively by white men, a young man.Teasing out the card, Edom saw that it was an ace of

diamonds-remarkable in light of Maria Gonzalezs fortune'-telling session last Friday evening. He was more astonished, however, by the name printed in black ink diagonally

across the face of the card: BARTHOLOMEW..The tone sounded, as promised, and a man's voice spoke from the box: "It's Max. You're psychic. I found the hospital here.

Poor kid bad a cerebral  hemorrhage, arising from a hyperensive crisis caused by ... eclampsia, I think it is. Baby survived. Call me, huh?".Then he closed his eyes, held the

revolver in both hands, and at point-blank range, he shot the dead woman twice..Her fear, Agnes suddenly realized, arose from her father's often expressed conviction that

an attempt to excel at anything was a sin that would one day be grievously punished. All forms of amusement were sinful, by his way of thinking, and all those who sought

even the simplest entertainment were lost souls; however, those who desired to amuse others were the worse sinners, because they were overflowing with pride, striving to

shine, eager to make themselves into false gods, to be praised and adored as only God should be adored. Actors, musicians, singers, novelists were doomed to hell by the

very acts of creation which, in their egomania, they saw as the equal of their Creator's work. Striving to excel at anything, in fact, was a sign of corruption in the soul,

whether one wanted to be recognized as a superior carpenter or car mechanic, or a grower of prize roses. Talent, in her father's view, was not a gift from God, but from the

devil, meant to distract us from prayer, penitence, and duty.."Go home. Sleep," he said. "You'll be no help to your sister if you wind up a patient here yourself.".Not limited to

a survey of the nursing staff on a single floor of the hospital, Junior used the elevators to roam higher and lower. Checking out the skirts..Because they knew the date of the

rape, and because that attack had been Phimie's sole sexual experience, the day of impregnation could be fixed, delivery calculated with more precision than usual.."Or at

least, if the police knew the truth at that time, they hadn't yet gone public with it. I had no reason to mention it to you back then. I didn't even know Vanadium was

missing."."Of all the things I might be meant to do with my life," he told Agnes, "I believe nothing will matter more than the small part I've had in bringing together these two

children.".Magusson's idea of a laugh. "And they didn't even bother to post a warning. In fact, that sign was still up, inviting hikers to enjoy the view from the observation

deck.".Meanwhile, she could offer him only a few pieces of ice, which he was forbidden to chew. "Let them melt in your mouth.".The ninth piece was not art, certainly not a

work by Griskin, and could disturb no one half as much as it rattled Junior. Upon a black pedestal stood a pewter candlestick identical to the one that had cracked the skull

of Thomas Vanadium and had added dimension to the cop's previously pan-flat face..For reasons of mice and dust, doors at the Lampion house were never left ajar, let

alone open this wide..He had taken refuge in meditation, because he'd been frustrated by his continuing failure in the Bartholomew hunt and disturbed by his apparently

paranormal experiences with quarters and with phone calls from the dead. More deeply disturbed than he had realized or had been able to admit..He hadn't the slightest

doubt that eventually he could romance Renee into marriage, regardless of her wealth and sophistication. He could shape women to his desire as easily as Sklent could

paint his brilliant visions on canvas, easier than Wroth Griskin could cast bronze into disturbing works of art..Sklent proved to be angry, suspicious, volatile, but also a man

of tremendous intellectual power. A profound and dazzling conversationalist, he rattled off breathtaking insights into the human condition, astonishing yet unarguable

opinions about art, and revolutionary philosophical concepts. Later, except in the matter of ghosts, Junior would not be able to remember a single word of what Sklent had

said, only that it had all been brilliant and really cool..According to Helen, more than half the paintings had been sold by the close of the reception, a record for the gallery.

With the exhibition scheduled to run two fall weeks, she was confident that they would enjoy a sellout or the next thing to it..The cop weighed too much to be carried any

distance, the blanket proved effective, the decision to drag him was wise, and the whole process was value neutral..Junior no longer leaned casually on the casing. He put

both hands flat against the door.."No, I don't see it," Chicane repeated. "There's no benefit to a meditation marathon. Twenty minutes is enough, man. Half an hour at the

most. You relied on your internal clock, didn't you?".On this January twilight, as Maria Elena Gonzalez drove south along the coast from Newport Beach, all men of the sea

must have been reaching for bottles of rum to celebrate the fruit-punch sky: ripe cherries in the west, blood oranges overhead, clustered grapes dark purple in the

east..Junior phoned a twenty-four-hour-a-day locksmith and paid premium post midnight rates to have the double deadbolts re-keyed..With a nervous twitch of his avian

head and a wary frown, the watcher broke eye contact and slipped into the chattering crowd, lost as quickly as a slender sandpiper skittering among a herd of plump

seagulls..Through miles of worry, natural beauty, imagined omens, and the iron-red sands of Mars, they drove at last to Franklin Chan's offices in Newport Beach.."You

must've slipped this one in my pocket when you first came in here," Nolly deduced..Had Kathleen Klerkle been a man, she would have enjoyed larger quarters in a newer

building in a better part of town. She was more gentle and respectful of the patient's comfort than any male dentist Nolly had ever known, but prejudice hampered women in

her profession.."Peach, raisin, walnut pies," Agnes said, "with regular bottom crust and a chocolate-crackle top crust."."Seems like," Vanadium agreed. "So a man like Cain

obsesses on one thing after another-sex, money, food, power, drugs, alcohol, anything that seems to give meaning to his days, but that requires no real self-discovery or

self-sacrifice. Briefly, he feels complete. However, there's no substance to what he's filled himself with, so it soon evaporates, and then he's empty again.".Tom stared at the

girl's drawing-quite a good one for a child her age, rough in style, but with convincing detail-and if skin could be said to crawl, his must have moved all the way around his

body two or three times before settling down again where it belonged. "Are these ... ?".When Seraphim's bastard baby was dead, evidence of paternity would die with it-and

any claim for child support. Even Vanadium's stubborn, selfish, greedy, grubbing, vicious, psychotic, evil spirit would have to recognize that all hope of bringing Junior down

was lost, and it would at last either dissipate in frustration or be reincarnated..He tried to lean back as he dropped, with the hope that he would fall under her, providing

cushion if they met with sidewalk instead of lawn..One of the hardest things that she had ever done was to leave him then, alone in his room, with the hateful something still

quietly growing in his eye. She wanted to move the armchair close to his bed and watch over him throughout the night..When Bartholomew first said "Kay-jub," and held out

one hand toward his uncle, Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness..On this morning in March, minutes after the pie caravan had departed, Edom got his Ford

Country Squire out of the garage and drove to the nursery, which opened early. Spring was drawing near, and much work needed to be done to make the most of the

rosarium that Joey Lampion had encouraged him to restore. He happily contemplated hours of browsing through plant stock, tools, and gardening supplies..To her mother,

Celestina said, "What did you mean when you said you'd heard all about Barty here?".Sad symbols of a romance not meant to be, the red rose and the bottle of wine lay on
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the floor of the foyer. With the corpse gone, no signs of violence remained..Recognizing the danger of saying the wrong thing, the potential for self-incrimination, Junior

clenched his jaws and waited..Sitting on the edge of the bed, Maria lightly salted the runny eggs and spooned them into Agnes's mouth. "Eggs is as chickens does."."I'm

gifted to a small extent, and it's an unusual gift," he admitted. "Nothing world-shaking. More than anything, really, it's a special perception I've been given. Angel's gift seems

to be different from mine but related. In fifty years, she's the first I've ever met who's somewhat like me. I'm still shaking inside from the shock of finding her. But please, let's

save this for Bright Beach and a better evening. You go down there tomorrow with Paul, okay? I'll stay here to look after Wally. When he's able to travel, I'll bring him with

me. I know you'll want him to hear what I have to say, too. Is it a deal?".Even without the dangling cigarette and without the cynical sneer, Nolly had an air of toughness

worthy of Sam Spade, largely because the face that nature had given him was a splendid disguise for the sentimental sweetie who lived behind it. With his bull neck, with

his strong hands, with his shirt-sleeves rolled up to expose his lovely hairy forearms, he made a properly intimidating impression: as if Humphrey Bogart, Sydney

Greenstreet, and Peter Lorre had been put in a blender and then poured into one suit.
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