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Colman lifted his head and stared again out over the impossible approaches to the bulkhead lock, picturing once more the inevitable carnage that a frontal assault would
entail. Who on either side would stand to gain anything that mattered to them? He had no quarrel with the people manning those defenses, and they had no quarrel with him
or any of his men. So why was- he lying here with a gun, trying to figure out the best way to kill them? Because they were in there with guns and had probably spent a lot of
time figuring out the best way to kill him. None of them knew why they were doing it. It was simply that it had always been done.."From what Jerry Pernak told us it must
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have to do with antimatter," Jay said. "The Chironians are into a whole new world of particle theory. That means they can produce lots of antimatter economically. With that
they could make matter-antimatter annihilation bombs, superintense radiation sources, guided antimatter beams, maybe who knows? But it has to be something like that."."
'Strange lights in the sky,' " Micky quoted, " 'pale green levitation beams that suck you right out of your."On the contrary, Mr. Sterm, they understand the same language that
people everywhere speak," Chester said. "We will deal with them in the same way that we have already dealt with you.".Celia sat and looked at the boxes, and wondered
what it was about the whole business that upset her. It wasn't so much the spectacle of Mrs. Crayford's mindless parading of an affluence that now meant nothing, she was
sure, since she had known the woman for enough years to have expected as much. Surely it couldn't be because she herself had succumbed to the same temptation, for
that had been a comparatively minor thing--a single, not very large, sculpture, and not one that had included any precious metals or rare stones. She turned her head to
gaze at the piece again--she had placed it in the recess by the corner window--the heads of three children, two boys and a girl, of perhaps ten or twelve, staring upward as if
at something terrifying but distant a threat perceived but not yet threatening. But as well as the apprehension in their eyes, the artist had captured a subtle suggestion of
serenity and courage that was anything but childlike, and had combined it with the smoothness of the faces to yield a strange wistfulness that was both captivating and
haunting. The piece was fifteen years old, the dealer h3 Franklin had told them, and had been made by one of the Founders. Celia suspected that the dealer may have
been the artist, but he hadn't reacted to her oblique questions on the subject. Were the expressions on those faces affecting her for some reason? Or did the artist's skill in
working the grain around the highlights to simulate illumination from above cause Celia to feel that she had debased a true artistic accomplishment by allowing it to be
included alongside the others as just another item to be snatched at greedily and gloated over?.ever since she popped me out of the oven, and I've still got all my limbs, or
at least the same odd.terror, wails of anguish. The most piercing squeals seem less like human sounds than like the panicked.A good point, 1ay admitted to himself.
"Security_' he tried. "To get rich... Whatever.".produced on your side," he told her..Eventually, Curtis is halted by a tall man with the gray pinched face and permanently
engraved wince."I guess I'm not in Kansas anymore.".Micky cocked her head and frowned skeptically. "I'm not sure I should believe anything you tell me.".At last Kath
looked around for a way of relieving the heaviness in the air. "How will you get them up to the ship?" she asked Colman..But Colman felt that he did belong here--among the
machines. He understood them and talked their language, and they talked his. They were talking to him now in the vibrations coming through his suit. The language of the
machines was plain and direct. It had no inverted logic or double meanings. The machines never said one thing when they meant another, gave less than they had
promised to give, or demanded more than they had asked for. They didn't lie, or cheat, or steal, but were honest with those who were honest with them. Like Sirocco they
accepted him for what he was and didn't pretend to be other than what they were. They didn't expect him to change for them or offer to change themselves for him.
Machines had no notion of superiority or inferiority and were content with their differences--to be better at some things and worse at others. They could understand that and
accept it. Why, Colman wondered, couldn't people?."Fear implies respect," Leilani said.."What else can you do?" Juanita asked..have revealed their true nature. They are
engaged in an urgent search for something more important than.got my orders." "So have I." "That's different." "How?".you, ma'am. My mother always said it's best to speak
your heart, which is the only thing I did.".Nobody talked any more about annexing Franklin. Howard Kalens's chances of being elected to perpetuate the farce plummeted to
as near zero as made no difference, and Paul Lechat, recognizing what he saw as a preview of the inevitable, dropped his insistence for a repeat performance in Iberia; at
least, that was the reason he offered publicly. Ironically, the Integrationist, Ramisson, emerged as the only candidate with a platform likely to attract a majority view, but that
was merely in theory because his potential supporters had a tendency to evaporate as soon as they were converted. But it was becoming obvious as the election date
approached that serious interest was receding toward the vanishing point, and even the campaign speeches turned into halfhearted rituals being performed largely, as their
deliverers knew, for the benefit of bored studio technicians and indifferent cameras..Yuck. This was going to be worse than blood and mutilation..lap, people looked at her
face and often smiled, treated her like any other kid, with no sorrow in their.wide and shining with fear. The posture of a fright-buckled child: tensed body, hunched
shoulders, head.The propulsion systems master control computer monitored the final stages of phase-down of the burn and shutdown the main-drive reactors. As the huge
reaction dish that had contained the force of two tons of matter being annihilated into energy every second for six months began to cool, the ship was nudged gently into
high orbit at 25,000 miles by its vernier steering motors and configured itself fully for freefall conditions to become a new star moving across 'the night skies of
Chiron..Leaning across the dinette table, whispering dramatically to Leilani, Geneva said, "I located the bastard.of delight. But now she had gone to the sad place, the
second-worst of the unknown lands in which her."He's had the whole unit standing by specifically for something like this," Colman replied. "He's waiting for news right now,
that's why I'm here.".surely suffering tromped toes and elbow-poked ribs aplenty. The tangled escapees ravel out of the.hotel. She was directly engaged in all her business
enterprises; if her husband were having her followed,."Those kids," Bernard replied, gesturing behind them. "There are some pretty sharp minds among them. Is everyone
here like that?".When Micky rose to clear away the dinner dishes, Leilani pushed her chair back from the table and."Shouldn't it?'.Colman found Sirocco in the Orderly
Room, acting on.him. But she will never be at his side again in this life..A hand slid across his mouth from behind, and he was quickly whisked into the still-room next to the
pantry. An arm held him in an iron grip while a soldier in battledress scooped the trolley in from the corridor and closed the door. There were more of them in there, with a
civilian. They looked mean and in no mood for fooling around..Colman found himself facing a big man wielding a baseball bat, his face twisted and ugly, mirroring the
mindlessness that had taken possession of the rioters. The man swung the bat viciously but clumsily. Colman rode the blow easily with his shield and jabbed with the tip of
his baton at the kidney area exposed below the ribcage. His assailant staggered back with a scream of pain. Shouts, profanities, and the sounds of bodies clashing rose all
around Colman. Something hard bounced off his helmet. Two youths rushed him from different directions, one waving a stick, the other a chain. Colman jumped to the side
to bring the two in line for a split second's cover, feinted with his baton, then sent the first cannoning into the second with a shove from his shield with the full weight of his
shoulder behind it, and both rioters went down into a heap. Colman glimpsed something hitting Young in the side of the face, but two grappling figures momentarily
obscured his view, and then Young was lying on the ground. As a fat youth swung his foot for a kick, Colman dropped him with a blow to the head. When bloodcurdling yells
and the sound of running feet heralded the arrival of the SDs, the mob raggedly fled around the corner, and it was all over..Bernard's first, fleeting impressions of Franklin
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from the streaking maglev car were of a hopelessly jumbled-up clutter of a town. Unlike the neat and orderly models of urban planning that had replaced the heaps of
American rubble during the recovery after the Lean Years--with business, entertainment, industrial, and residential sectors segregated by green belts and tidy
landsculpting--everything in Franklin seemed to be intermingled with no discernible rhyme or reason. Buildings, towers, houses, and unidentifiable constructions of all
shapes, sizes, and colors were packed together, overlapping and fusing in some places while giving way to clumps of greenery and trees in others. The whole resulted in a
patchwork quilt that looked like a mixture of old New York flattened out somewhat and miniaturized--Paris, and Hong Kong harbor. In one place a canal flanked by an
elevated railroad seemed to cut right through a complex that could have been a school or a hospital; in another, the steps of an imposing building with a dignified frontage
led directly down to a swimming pool in the center of a large, grassy square surrounded by trees and a confusion of homes and shops. A river opened up as the car crossed
through a suspended section of tube, giving a glimpse of a-few yachts drifting lazily here and there, a couple of larger ships moored lower down where the mouth widened
against a background of open 'sea, and numerous personal flying vehicles buzzing to and fro overhead; a scene of robot cranes and earthmovers excavating a site on the
far bank came and went, and then the car plunged into the lower levels of the metropolis ahead and began slowing as it approached its destination..If the Chironians were
already fitting out the Kuan-yin, they must have solved a lot of the problems that were still being argued on Earth, Colman thought. The whole planet, he realized as he
reflected on it, was a powerhouse of progress, unchecked by any traditions of unreason and with no vested-interest obstructionists to hold it back. If the pattern continued
until Chiron became a fully populated world, it would effectively leave Earth back in the Stone Age within a century. "Have you actually flown it anywhere yet?" he asked,
turning his head toward Kath. "The Kuan-yin . Has it been anywhere since it arrived in orbit here?".He begins to doubt the instinct that pressed him backward out of the
hallway. Then he realizes that the."Ice cream, of course!" With a flourish, she plucked the lid off the insulated rectangular serving pan that
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