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studying material to perform fast. Celestina met them at the front door and flung her arms around Wally. He let go of his cane-Tom caught it-and returned her embrace with

such ardor, kissed her so hard, that evidently residual weakness was no longer a problem..He was, in fact, a first-rate driver, with an impeccable record at the age of thirty:

no traffic citations, no accidents..After carrying the two pieces of luggage to the car in the garage, he returned to the study. He sat at the desk and examined the contents of

the drawers, then turned to the file cabinet..Inevitably, he had to wonder if Naomi had kept her pregnancy secret because, indeed, she suspected that the child wasn't her

husband's..He reached the end of the alleyway, stumbled into the stream of pedestrians, nearly knocked over an elderly Chinese man, turned, and discovered ... no

Vanadium..For a while, she couldn't get enough air. Felt suffocated. She drew great, raw, shuddering breaths, and thought that she would never be able to quiet herself but

quiet came.."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge. And I'd be a diligent student.".Their apartment was in a four-story Victorian house that dripped

gingerbread, in the exclusive Pacific Heights district. It had been converted to apartments with deep respect for the architecture, years before Wally bought it..Celestina was

amazed by her own courage in combat and by the steady calm that served her so well now. She wasn't shaken by the thought of what might have happened to her, and to
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her daughter, because her mind and her heart were with Wally-and because, having been watered with hope all of her life, she had a deep reservoir on which to draw in a

time of drought.."He was born yesterday, not today," Edom said glumly. "When the thousand-year quake hits, skyscrapers will pancake, bridges crumble, dams break. In

three minutes, a million people will die between San Diego and Santa Barbara.".THIS IS THE FIRST PAGE of the Book of the Dark, written some six hundred years ago in

Berila, on Enlad:.This unfailing consistency of packaging enables card mechanics, professional gamblers, sleight-of-hand magicians-to manipulate a new deck with

confidence that they know, starting, where every card can be found in the stack. An expert mechanic with practiced and dexterous hands can appear to shuffle so

thoroughly that even the most suspicious observer will be satisfied-yet he will still know exactly where every card is located in the deck. With masterly manipulation, he can

place the cards in the order that he wishes, to achieve whatever effect he desires..By the time his ferocious in-laws had finished with him, Junior would have won the

sympathy of Knacker, Hisscus, Nork, and everyone else who might have harbored doubts about his role in Naomi's demise. Perhaps even Thomas Vanadium would find his

suspicion worn away..Babies of unwed mothers-especially of dead unwed mothers, and especially of dead unwed mothers whose fathers were ministers unable to endure

public mortification-were routinely put up for adoption. Since Seraphim had given birth here, the baby would be-no doubt already had been-adopted by a San

Francisco-area family..FOR AMERICANS OF Chinese descent-and San Francisco has a large Chinese population-1965 was the Year of the Snake. For Junior Cain, it was

the Year of the Gun, though it didn't start out that way.."But what made you choose that life? You must have committed to the seminary awfully young."."Come with me,"

Paul Damascus said at once. "To Bright Beach. It is far away from San Francisco, and he'd never think of looking for you there. Why would he? You've no connection to the

place. I've got a house with enough room. You're welcome. And you wouldn't be among strangers."."Bullpoop might not be what they say, but it's the worst that we say. And

in fact, in this house, bulldoody is preferred.".The cord wasn't long enough to allow Celestina to take the telephone handset with her, so she put it down on the nightstand,

beside the lamp..To the open casement window, into the men's room. Still seething with rage. Angrily cranking shut the twin panes while lazy tongues of fog licked through

the narrowing gap..Barty had never been instructed in the rules of grammar, but had absorbed them as the roots of Edom's roses absorbed nutrients. "Sure. Does and

is.".The Hackachaks had arrived post-grief, brought to the hospital by the news that Junior had expressed distaste at the prospect of profiting from his wife's tragic fall. They

knew he had turned away Knacker, Hisscus and Nork..Convinced he was alone and unobserved, Junior leaned into the car and shifted it out of park. He released the hand

brake..Commodified fantasy takes no risks: it invents nothing, but imitates and trivializes. It proceeds by depriving the old stories of their intellectual and ethical complexity,

turning their action to violence, their actors to dolls, and their truth- telling to sentimental platitude. Heroes brandish their swords, lasers, wands, as mechanically as combine

harvesters, reaping profits. Profoundly disturbing moral choices are sanitized, made cute, made safe. The passionately conceived ideas of the great story-tellers are copied,

stereotyped, reduced to toys, molded in bright-colored plastic, advertised, sold, broken, junked, replaceable, interchangeable.."Paul told us the night he first came to the

parsonage. About Agnes here ... and what had happened to Barty. And all about his late wife, Perri. I feel like I know Bright Beach already.".This colored person's grave,

however, was uphill of Naomi's. Over time, as the body decomposed up there, its juices would mix with the soil. When rain saturated the ground, subsurface drainage would

carry those juices steadily downslope, until they seeped into Naomi's grave 'let mingled with her remains. This seemed highly inappropriate to Junior..The lid of the cooler

wasn't on as tight as it ought to have been. From around one edge slipped a thin and sinuous stream of smoke. Something on fire..Agnes found this turn of events amazing,

amusing, ironic-and a little sad. She would have dearly loved to teach the boy to read and write, to see his knowledge and competence slowly flower under her care.

Although she fully supported Barty's exploration of his gifts, and although she was proud of his astounding achievements, she felt that his swift advancement was robbing

her of some of the shared joy of his childhood, even though he remained in so many ways a child..This philosophy had worked for him previously, but forgetting the

aftermath was more difficult when the aftermath was your own poor, torn, severed toe. Your own poor, torn, severed toe was infinitely more difficult to ignore than a busload

of dead nuns.."After the war, for a while, I was able to get more mainstream work. Racially ... things were changing. But I was getting older, too, and the entertainment

business is always looking for someone young, fresh. So I never made it big. Lord, I never even made it medium, but I got along okay. Until ... by the early 1950s, my

booking agent found it harder and harder to line up good dates, good clubs.".Nevertheless, he stepped away from the wall, and with his hands extended to full arm's length,

he turned, feeling the lightless world around him. Nothing. No one..A cold wind raised a haunting groan as it harried itself around and around in the bronze hollow of the bell

atop the church steeple, shook dead needles from the evergreens,  and resisted Paul's progress with what seemed to be malicious intent. Miles ago, between the towns of

Brookings and Pistol River, he had decided that he wouldn't again walk this far north at this time of year, even if the guidebooks did claim that the Oregon coast was a

comparatively temperate zone in winter..And now Cain was aware of her, interested in her. Informed of this development, Harrison would no doubt rethink his position..The

detective shrugged. "The girl might've had her baby at a third rate hospital, one with poor control of patients' records and a less professional staff. Or the kid might have

been placed for adoption through some baby brokerage in it strictly for the money. Then there would've been opportunities to learn something. But as soon as I discovered it

was St. Mary's, I knew we were screwed.".With the infant in her arms, the heavyset nurse pressed in beside Celestina, who.Everyone agreed, and the order was placed

when their waiter brought appetizers: crab cakes for Nolly, scampi for Kathleen, and calamari for Tom..Lowering his surgical mask, Dr. Lipscomb approached Celestina,

where she stood with her back pressed to the wall..The phone rang at 3:20 in the afternoon, just after he switched off the radio in disgust. Sitting in the breakfast nook, the

Oakland telephone directory open in front of him, he almost said, Find the father, kill the son, instead of, "Hello.".She must have sensed his assessment of her and realized

that she had little chance of charming him, for she turned at once away and never looked in his direction again..Jacob cooked corn bread, cheese-and-parsley omelettes,

and crisp home fries with a dash of onion salt..He wiped the steering wheel and every surface that he might have touched during the drive from Victoria's to the detective's

place, where he'd acquired the gardening gloves that he still wore. He got out of the car and, with the door open, wiped the exterior handle..Unerringly, in the darkness, he

found her face with both hands. Smoothed her brow. Traced her eyes with fingertips. Her nose, her lips. Her cheeks..When Bartholomew first said "Kay-jub," and held out

one hand toward his uncle, Jacob surprised Agnes by crying with happiness..The pubescent physician returned with three colleagues, who crowded behind the privacy

curtain to proclaim that none of them had ever seen any case remotely like this before. The oldest-a myopic, balding lump-insisted on asking Junior probing questions about
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his marital status, his family relationships, his dreams, and his self-esteem; the guy proved to be a clinical psychiatrist who speculated openly about the possibility of a

psychosomatic component..Turning in Celestina's lap, Angel said, "Smell," and held the index finger of her right hand under her mother's nose.."I'll always know your face,"

he promised. "Even if you have to go away and you're gone a hundred years, I'll remember what you looked like, how you felt.".Across the room, the girl on the window seat

showed no awareness of his arrival. She sat sideways to him in the niche, with her back against one wall, knees drawn up, a big sketch pad braced against her thighs,

working intently with colored pencils..If Cain had been attracted to one woman by her looks, surely he would be attracted to the other. And perhaps the sisters shared a

quality other than beauty that drew Cain with even greater power. Innocence, perhaps, or goodness: both foods for a demon.."Mr. Magusson, you once told me that if

Detective Vanadium ever bothered me again, you'd have his choke chain yanked. Well, I think you need to talk to someone about that.".With everyone in the diner now

aware of Junior, with every head turned toward him and with every wary eye tracking him, he dropped the bun cap and the mustard dispenser on the floor. Barging through

the swinging gate at the end of the lunch counter, he entered the narrow work area behind it..The big trees on Vanadium's property also stood bare, allowing a relatively

unobstructed view of the house. The back of the residence as dark, but a soft light warmed two windows at the front..He remembered standing in the cemetery, downhill

from Seraphim's grave-although at the time he'd known only that it was a Negro being buried, not that it was his former lover-and thinking that the rains would over time

carry the juices of the decomposing Negro corpse into the lower grave that contained Naomi's remains. Had that been a half-psychic moment on his part, a dim awareness

that another and far more dangerous connection between dead Naomi and dead Seraphim had already been formed?.The next thing he knew, he was at the kitchen sink,

turning off the water, which he couldn't remember having turned on. He appeared to have washed the bloody candlestick-it was clean-but he had no recollection of this bit of

housekeeping..Widening his eyes in calculated surprise, Junior said, "Are you a police officer?".Although Thomas Vanadium was unconscious, perhaps even dead, and

though both nailhead-gray eyes were closed, Junior knew those eyes were watching him, watching through the lids..The sill was about four and a half feet off the lavatory

floor. With both hands, Junior levered himself onto it..On the back of the watch case, however, were the incriminating words of a commemorative engraving: To

Eenie/Love/Tammy Bean.."Joey was, after all, an insurance broker," Vinnie reminded her. "He was going to look out for his family.".Knickknacks and mementos were not to

be found anywhere in the house. And until now Junior had seen nothing hanging on the barren walls except a calendar in the kitchen..Using a clean rag that they had

brought to polish the engraved face of the memorial, Barty said, "Is he good with numbers like me?".It could only be made better by the presence of her parents. They had

planned to fly down to San Francisco this morning, but late yesterday, a parishioner and close friend had died. A minister and his wife sometimes had duties to the flock that

superseded all else..He was so innocent. This sweet boy, this pure and stainless infant, couldn't possibly have an enemy in the world, and she could not imagine any son of

hers earning enemies, not if she raised him well. This was just a silly card reading.."By the close of business tomorrow," said the lawyer, "I expect to have an offer for your

consideration.".or the barber. Never was he afraid to fall asleep, and having fallen asleep, he appeared to have only pleasant dreams..Late Thursday, following a nine-hour

session with Hisscus, Nork, and Knacker, Magusson--negotiating in conjunction with the Hackachak counsel-had indeed reached acceptable terms. Kaitlin Hackachak

would receive $250,000 for the loss of her sister. Sheena and Rudy would receive $900,000 to compensate them for their severe emotional pain and suffering; this allowed

them to undergo a lot of therapy in Las Vegas. Junior would receive $4,250,000. Magusson's fee was twenty percent prior to trial-forty percent if a settlement had been

reached after the start of court proceedings-which left Junior with $3,400,000. All payments to plaintiffs were net of taxes..All day, for reasons he couldn't quite put into

words, Junior had carried that quarter in a pocket of his bathrobe. From time to time, he had taken it out to examine it..In his entire life, Junior had never suffered this much

pain without first having killed someone. Reluctant to depart until certain that his student was out of danger physically, emotionally, and mentally, Bob Chicane stayed until

three thirty. When he left, he broke some bad news to Junior: "I can't keep you on my student list, man. I'm sorry, but you're way too intense for me. Way too intense.

Everything you do. All the women you run through, this whole art thing, whatever all those phone books are about-now even meditation. Way too intense for me, too

obsessive. Sorry. Have a good life, man.".What he saw next in the brochure wasn't the link that he sought, but it alarmed him so much that the three-fold pamphlet rattled in

his hands. The reception for Celestina's show had been this evening, had ended more than three hours ago..So keep moving. Don't get hung up on the disgusting

aftermath. Keep whistling along like a runaway train. Clean up, clean out, roll on.."I'm really not sad, Mom. I'm not. I don't like it this way, being blind. It's ... hard." His small

voice, musical as are the voices of most children, touching in its innocence, spun a fragile thread of melody in the dark, and seemed too sweet to be speaking of these bitter

things. "Real hard. But being sad won't help. Being sad won't make me see again."."So entertaining, I felt I should have paid for those seats. When the third machine starts

whizzing coins at him, he bolts like a kid running a graveyard at midnight on a dare." Nolly laughed, remembering.."Well, actually, I owe Phimie. It's what she said between

her two deaths on the delivery table that's changed my life.".The room was bright enough for him to confirm that he was alone. The interior of the box in which Naomi now

resided could be no more silent than this house.."Of all the things I might be meant to do with my life," he told Agnes, "I believe nothing will matter more than the small part

I've had in bringing together these two children."
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